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00:00:00,099 --> 00:00:03,539 [Speaker 0]
... um, 

00:00:03,539 --> 00:00:09,959 [Speaker 0]
the Mexican war. I'm sure a lot of you have been to commemorations of the Mexican War already, so you know all about it. 

00:00:09,959 --> 00:00:11,639 [Speaker 1]
[laughs] 

00:00:11,639 --> 00:00:17,440 [Speaker 0]
Um, this is the 170th anniversary this year of that. Um, 

00:00:17,440 --> 00:00:46,219 [Speaker 0]
it's a very interesting war. Um, and one of the groups that's, uh, really important in the Mexican War, um, is the class of 1846. Uh, the war starts in December of 1845, but the class of 1846, um, joins the campaign. And that's the... That is the, um, class that includes Stonewall Jackson, and A.D. Hill, and George Pickett of Pickett's Charge, George McClellan, et cetera. 

00:00:46,219 --> 00:00:46,479 [Speaker 1]
[coughs] 

00:00:46,479 --> 00:01:37,039 [Speaker 0]
And Unbelievably, there's a Denton boy that's in that. A guy that was raised- born and raised on a- in Denton on a courthouse green. His father was, um, was a merchant in Denton. And his name was Edmund Lafayette Hardcastle. And he's a member of the class of, um, 1846. Specifically, he's the fifth, number five in the class. When Winfield Scott ultimately starts his invasion of Mexico to capture the halls of Montezuma, he will draw... He knows how important the engineers are, um, that are coming out of West Point. They're the top eight people in the class. Uh, Hardcastle is a topographical engineer, so he calls for Hardcastle and all these other guys and they join this. But the first thing about the Mexican war, just so you understand, real quickly, it's, it's a continental war. 

00:01:37,039 --> 00:01:38,719 [Speaker 0]
And 

00:01:38,719 --> 00:01:46,579 [Speaker 0]
it starts when Texas, um, when Texas is annexed by the United States. Um, 

00:01:46,579 --> 00:02:59,539 [Speaker 0]
Zachary Taylor comes over and he lands in Texas. When he does, um, the Mexicans declare a war on the United States. Because even though Texas had been an independent state, they didn't want the Americans, um, in there. Um, what happens then is, um, Taylor will take home, um, the, um, Mexican invaders. He beats them at Palo Alto and El Segundo. Um, then he crosses over into New Mexico and he beats them at Monterey. Beats them again, um, at, um... [smacks lips] What's his name in the next battle? QR would know [laughs]. Uh, beats them, he beats them at another battle over in that area. Oh, Buena Vista. He beats them at Buena Vista. At the same time, a group comes out of Kansas. At the same time, California has, um, has declared its independence. So a group led by General Stephen Kearny comes out of, out of Kansas, and marches all the way across, captures El Paso, and then goes over and ends up in California where they've declared independence. At the same time, the American fleet, the American Navy's come over around Cape Horn, and they land and they occupy Monterey and Santa Barbara and Los Angeles, San Diego. Those were actually just villages at that time. 

00:02:59,539 --> 00:02:59,559 [Speaker 1]
[laughs] 

00:02:59,559 --> 00:03:39,299 [Speaker 0]
They're not cities or anything. Um, at the same time, guys come out... An expedition comes out of Missouri, and comes down and fights about three or four battles. Um, beats the, um, uh, Mexicans in each one of those, in the deserts of Northern Mexico, and ends up over on the coast. For all this getting beat every single time, the Mexicans refuse to surrender and they refuse. The Americans have already sent an envoy because they not only wanted to annex Texas, they wanted to buy the Mexicans' western territory, which is very likely sparsely populated and mostly with Americans, um, out there, not, not Mexicans. 

00:03:39,299 --> 00:03:40,319 [Speaker 1]
[laughs] 

00:03:40,319 --> 00:03:57,539 [Speaker 0]
And they refused to... So they refused to surrender and they refused to sell, um, their western, uh, lands. So the Americans come up with, I guess about a fourth plan. And what they do is they send, um, they send, uh, down to Veracruz, um, 

00:03:57,539 --> 00:04:16,159 [Speaker 0]
uh, Winfield Scott and an invading army that includes Eric... Excuse me, um, includes, um, E.L.F. Hardcastle from Caroline County. Now, un- unbelievably, we have a really good record of E.L.F. Hardcastle, um, in the Mexican war 'cause he sent a whole series of letters home. 

00:04:16,159 --> 00:04:16,179 [Speaker 1]
[laughs] 

00:04:16,179 --> 00:04:47,719 [Speaker 0]
And they're long letters. And they've been transcribed, that's why they're typed here. But you can see, the one up there in the corner is, um, headquarters of, uh, the national palace in Mexico City. So this is done, um, right after the fall of Mexico City. So we have these wonderful letters in 1855 from right in 1847, when the battles were going on. And then we have a compilation of the battles that he was in, that he writes in a letter in 1855. 

00:04:47,719 --> 00:04:57,679 [Speaker 0]
Um, he talks about landing in Veracruz. This was America's first, uh, amphibious, um, invasion. 97 years later they land at, um, Normandy. 

00:04:57,679 --> 00:05:00,379 [Speaker 1]
[clicks tongue] 

00:05:00,379 --> 00:05:59,159 [Speaker 0]
Um, they, uh, conduct a siege. Um, Veracruz had very substantial defenses. And Zachary Taylor only has, well, it depends on the day, but he's got somewhere between about 13,000 to about 4,000 men depending on the day. He doesn't want to lose any of them, so they just, uh, do a siege to Veracruz. They set up, um, artillery and they fire into the city. They cut off the water. Naval gunfire also comes in. Hardcastle, and these are tough fights right from the very beginning, Hardcastle gets assigned to command a mortar battery. He arrives at the mortar battery and the previous officer's been killed by a shot from the mortar battery. Um, he sets it up, they fire for 24 hours. He leaves, and within a few minutes of him leaving, he gets another direct shot and kills him and almost everybody in the battery. Um, but he was lucky. He was there for 24 straight hours. And, uh, at one point, a shell came within... He and another guy had bent over and a shell came about three feet from them. 

00:05:59,159 --> 00:06:54,356 [Speaker 0]
Um, the next battle... So they start moving, uh, Veracruz, uh, surrenders. So they start heading for Mexico City. And the next battle they come to is a place called Cerro Gordo. Cerro Gordo means the fat hill.[audience applauds]... and, um, one thing that... You know, how can a small army, that at one point about halfway to Mexico City, because the enlistments of a lot of volunteers run out and they all left, because of guys that had been wounded in various places. There was a lot of illness. 20% of the troops were sick at any point. How can such a small army be so successful? Well, they did it 'cause they were really, really smart. The head of the engineers, among others, the head of the engineers in charge of Hardcastle and the others was Robert E. Lee. And, uh, they brought the engineers with them because S- Scott was very impressed by them and he knew that they knew how to read terrain and [?]. So, Hardcastle and these guys want to get [audience member coughs] - - 

00:06:54,356 --> 00:06:54,356 [Speaker 2]
[coughs] 

00:06:54,356 --> 00:06:56,395 [Speaker 0]
... to Cera Bu... 

00:06:56,395 --> 00:07:50,696 [Speaker 0]
um, Fat Mountain or Fat Hill. Um, s- uh, Santa, um, Ana comes out. He gets up on top of the hill and the, the road runs b- right between these two hills and he's sitting up there with that 20,000 men and he thinks the Americans are gonna come between the two hills. But what they do is they flank them because they have these engineers, Robert E. Lee and Hardcastle. They do all this pre-courting and they go around them and attack them from the rear and w- have a decisive win at Cerro Gordo and then head on again toward Mexico City. They get to Contreras. There, the Mexicans think that they've got it 'cause they have their lines, um, anchored to a lava field and figured nobody could get across this lava field. But guess what? Robert E. Lee and Hardcastle, they do the re-con-ordering and they go around. Hardcastle's part of a flanking movement and they attacked, they attacked the Mexicans from the rear and they win another stunning battle, um, with very minimal losses. 

00:07:50,696 --> 00:08:34,715 [Speaker 0]
Then they come to the same day, they turn and they try to finish, um, as many of the Mexicans off as they can and they fight the Battle of, uh, Churubusco. Um, and at Churubusco, um, Hardcastle... It's more of a straight-on fight and Hardcastle is on a horse and he sees a cannon go off. He sees the cannon fire and he sees an object. He spurs his horse and the shell goes right over his shoulder, you know, lucky again. So they went about chur- uh, Churubusco. Then they come up to this place... Now they're getting closer to Mexico City. They're within only a few miles. And they come up to this place called Molina del Ray, which stands for the, um, king's, 

00:08:34,715 --> 00:09:18,835 [Speaker 0]
uh, the king's mill. And this is a stone, um, milling operation that they thought was making cannons. Anyway, they do this frontal assault on it and it is, it is a terrible, terrible, um, mistake and a, and a really hard battle for the Americans. Um, in the initial hand, they forced about 500 men. They used 250 in the first attack. Hardcastle joins in the second attack. And inside this stone, what turns out to be a fortress, although it was built as a mill, had these cannons that were shooting canister. And Hardcastle, these guys come forward. Hardcastle says that they shot this canister off right in front of him. It killed everybody on his right-hand side and killed everybody on his left-hand side. 

00:09:18,835 --> 00:09:19,475 [Speaker 2]
[laughs] 

00:09:19,475 --> 00:09:20,015 [Speaker 0]
Nothing hit 

00:09:20,015 --> 00:09:20,555 [Speaker 2]
[laughs] 

00:09:20,555 --> 00:10:06,315 [Speaker 0]
him with. So, um, they finally, um, take the fort. Now, they gotta capture what are the Halls of Montezuma. And the Halls of Montezuma are this palace at Chultepec and it's on a 200-foot rise. Um, it was the palace of the Spanish vice-roy, is, is what it was built as. And it's the, it's like the West Point of Mexico, um, at the time of the battle. But look how imposing, um, that thing is. And they've got to go up and attack that. And the only way to get to it is they have to go down these raised roads because there're swamps on both sides and you have to... So they have to attack a specific, uh, point. When they attack, then they gotta climb up that 200 feet. It's like 20 stories high, just to get to the top of that thing. 

00:10:06,315 --> 00:10:06,595 [Speaker 2]
[laughs] 

00:10:06,595 --> 00:10:19,935 [Speaker 0]
And then they gotta go over a 15-foot wall. So they have to haul ladders and go up to 200 feet and they haul up... There were a couple of thousand Mexicans up this fort, by the way. Um, and that's where they engaged in hand-to-hand combat. 

00:10:19,935 --> 00:10:21,195 [Speaker 2]
[coughs] 

00:10:21,195 --> 00:10:25,235 [Speaker 0]
And here they are. Who are, who are those guys, [audience member speaks off mic] ... Keyworth? 

00:10:25,235 --> 00:10:27,815 [Speaker 0]
Those are Marines. Guard, yeah. 

00:10:27,815 --> 00:10:28,275 [Speaker 2]
[laughs] 

00:10:28,275 --> 00:10:33,015 [Speaker 0]
Yeah. [laughs] This is where the... 

00:10:33,015 --> 00:10:39,115 [Speaker 0]
You know, the Halls of Montezuma comes from, is there's 40 Marines and they pretty much won the battle. 

00:10:39,115 --> 00:10:39,335 [Speaker 2]
[laughs] 

00:10:39,335 --> 00:11:30,575 [Speaker 0]
Yeah, there's 40, uh, Marines that are participating in this assault on Chultepec. That's where the... comes from. Um, they, um, when they get inside, they get over the walls and get inside, they still have to, [clicks button] they capture, um, the palace itself. There's a lot of hand-to-hand fighting, et cetera. The fighting, it goes on inside Chultepec Castle. Um, when they get through Chultepec Castle, then they gotta come out the backside and they gotta go across a mile and a half of raised road through swamp again, to Mexico City. This is where Hardcastle reports that his horse is shot twice and he has a musket ball he brings back. And this is a transcribed version. He says, "My horse was shot twice," but then, a ball... "Um, got a ball through the top," that's a type of 

00:11:30,575 --> 00:13:19,115 [Speaker 3]
[coughs] 

00:13:19,115 --> 00:13:19,415 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:19,415 --> 00:13:43,855 [Speaker 3]
[audience laughs] 

00:13:43,855 --> 00:13:44,155 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,155 --> 00:13:44,355 [Speaker 4]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,355 --> 00:13:44,355 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,355 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 3]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 4]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 3]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 4]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 3]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 4]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 3]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 4]
[audience applauds] 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:44,455 [Speaker 0]
... 

00:13:44,455 --> 00:13:46,595 [Speaker 3]
[audience applauds]

