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00:00:00,079 --> 00:00:00,479 [Speaker 0]
[cheering] [applause] 

00:00:00,479 --> 00:00:03,500 [Speaker 1]
Well, um, welcome everybody, 

00:00:03,500 --> 00:00:08,579 [Speaker 1]
to our Christmas event. Um, as you can see, we have a display on World War II here- 

00:00:08,579 --> 00:00:08,680 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] Yeah. 

00:00:08,680 --> 00:00:29,119 [Speaker 1]
... so we thought that we would, um, do something a little bit different we've never done before. We'd have multiple speakers. So we're gonna stop just briefly about every 30 minutes, and we're gonna give the microphone to, um, some of our, uh, o- older members who were, um, uh, children in World War II. 

00:00:29,119 --> 00:00:30,059 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:00:30,059 --> 00:00:43,259 [Speaker 1]
Um, so, uh, we'll see how all this works out. So if everybody could be quiet for just a few minutes. The first speaker is gonna be Ernie Blazejack who grew up out at Williston. 

00:00:43,259 --> 00:00:47,520 [Speaker 0]
All right. 

00:00:47,520 --> 00:00:47,759 [Speaker 2]
Thank you. 

00:00:47,759 --> 00:00:47,759 [Speaker 3]
Sure. 

00:00:47,759 --> 00:00:50,680 [Speaker 2]
Thank you, John. I hope everybody can hear me. 

00:00:50,680 --> 00:00:51,579 [Speaker 3]
Yep. 

00:00:51,579 --> 00:01:01,579 [Speaker 2]
I was, uh, born in 1932. And, uh, there are a few, not very many, uh, older people here. I've noticed one up here- 

00:01:01,579 --> 00:01:01,899 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:01:01,899 --> 00:01:04,899 [Speaker 2]
... but he's, he's not too many years older than me. 

00:01:04,899 --> 00:01:05,440 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:01:05,440 --> 00:01:07,439 [Speaker 2]
And, um, 

00:01:07,439 --> 00:01:16,440 [Speaker 2]
I don't want to mention any names, but nevertheless, I was a, I was a World War II, uh, I was... I remember Pearl Harbor. 

00:01:16,440 --> 00:01:18,059 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] Yeah. 

00:01:18,059 --> 00:01:25,319 [Speaker 2]
I remember, uh, several things that maybe a lot of people didn't see. I lived out at Williston- 

00:01:25,319 --> 00:01:25,940 [Speaker 0]
Holy crap. 

00:01:25,940 --> 00:01:28,639 [Speaker 2]
... across from, uh, Miss Helen Wilson- 

00:01:28,639 --> 00:01:29,699 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:01:29,699 --> 00:01:38,799 [Speaker 2]
... and, uh, next to my grandfather, and I used to watch the dogfights up in the sky with these two, uh, P47 Thunderbolts. 

00:01:38,799 --> 00:01:38,819 [Speaker 0]
Wow. 

00:01:38,819 --> 00:01:42,340 [Speaker 2]
And they would dog fight up there, they would dive down- 

00:01:42,340 --> 00:01:42,939 [Speaker 0]
Did you hear about- 

00:01:42,939 --> 00:01:44,459 [Speaker 2]
... and believe this or not- 

00:01:44,459 --> 00:01:45,339 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:01:45,339 --> 00:01:50,159 [Speaker 2]
... the telephone lines are still there on Route 16- 

00:01:50,159 --> 00:01:51,079 [Speaker 0]
[coughs] 

00:01:51,079 --> 00:01:58,279 [Speaker 2]
... and they would come down and dive, come across Helen Wilson's field and dive underneath the telephone lines- 

00:01:58,279 --> 00:01:58,479 [Speaker 0]
Oh my God. [laughs] 

00:01:58,479 --> 00:02:00,019 [Speaker 2]
... and go right on up again. 

00:02:00,019 --> 00:02:00,799 [Speaker 0]
[coughs] 

00:02:00,799 --> 00:02:09,359 [Speaker 2]
And one, uh, particular, uh, thing I remember was that one of those P47s had, uh, crashed and Mr. Earl Love- 

00:02:09,359 --> 00:02:09,639 [Speaker 3]
[coughs] 

00:02:09,639 --> 00:02:16,939 [Speaker 2]
Mr. Earl Love's farm out on, uh, State Road and, uh... 

00:02:16,939 --> 00:02:17,779 [Speaker 0]
Right. 

00:02:17,779 --> 00:02:19,419 [Speaker 2]
Oh, uh... I forget that name. 

00:02:19,419 --> 00:02:20,339 [Speaker 3]
[coughs]. 

00:02:20,339 --> 00:02:21,319 [Speaker 0]
It's Branch Road. 

00:02:21,319 --> 00:02:22,599 [Speaker 2]
It's Branch Road. 

00:02:22,599 --> 00:02:22,619 [Speaker 0]
Yeah. 

00:02:22,619 --> 00:02:41,079 [Speaker 2]
And I went out there on my bicycle 'cause my f- we didn't have a car then and my father had it, and he was up in Baltimore working in a copper mill. And, uh, it left a great big crater there, which, uh, I thought was pretty interesting. The other thing that I remember too is, 

00:02:41,079 --> 00:02:42,959 [Speaker 2]
and I'm sure 

00:02:42,959 --> 00:02:51,999 [Speaker 2]
the people that, uh, were old enough during World War II remember the, uh, the savings stamps or the, uh... 

00:02:51,999 --> 00:02:53,339 [Speaker 2]
They're not savings stamps. 

00:02:53,339 --> 00:02:54,239 [Speaker 0]
[coughs] 

00:02:54,239 --> 00:03:11,379 [Speaker 2]
Um, rationing stamps for butter, for meat, for milk, for everything. And we lived... We were fortunate because we lived on a little truck farm. We raised our own meat, chickens, and vegetables. 

00:03:11,379 --> 00:03:11,399 [Speaker 0]
Ooh. 

00:03:11,399 --> 00:03:13,299 [Speaker 2]
And, uh, 

00:03:13,299 --> 00:03:15,679 [Speaker 2]
also, uh, 

00:03:15,679 --> 00:03:18,719 [Speaker 2]
we used to lis- listen to, uh, 

00:03:18,719 --> 00:03:20,659 [Speaker 2]
uh, 

00:03:20,659 --> 00:03:21,719 [Speaker 2]
Edward R. Murrow- 

00:03:21,719 --> 00:03:22,139 [Speaker 0]
[clears throat] 

00:03:22,139 --> 00:03:31,039 [Speaker 2]
... every night. We didn't have TV as you all know, and, uh, but we listened to him faithfully 

00:03:31,039 --> 00:03:54,879 [Speaker 2]
and kept up with the war. I had two cousins that were in the service during the Second World War. One of them was a Marine. He fought on Guadal- Guadalcanal, and we followed the, all the fighting with Edgar R. Murrow and the, the other commentators. I think that Gabriel Haydon also, do you people remember him? 

00:03:54,879 --> 00:03:55,799 [Speaker 0]
Yes, we do. Yeah, I do. 

00:03:55,799 --> 00:04:05,959 [Speaker 2]
Uh, and, uh, I had another cousin that was a... He was in the Army Air Force. And, uh, in 1945, 

00:04:05,959 --> 00:04:07,919 [Speaker 2]
um, 

00:04:07,919 --> 00:04:11,039 [Speaker 2]
he was declared missing in action. 

00:04:11,039 --> 00:04:13,659 [Speaker 2]
And I called my cousin, 

00:04:13,659 --> 00:04:17,519 [Speaker 2]
she was one of my, uh... She was his brother. 

00:04:17,519 --> 00:04:29,459 [Speaker 2]
And I just called her about 1910 or '11 I think it was, and I wondered, uh, I tried to find out whatever happened to him. If they ever found out where he was, what happened to him or anything. 

00:04:29,459 --> 00:04:29,839 [Speaker 0]
Oh yeah. 

00:04:29,839 --> 00:04:36,799 [Speaker 2]
And there was a book written by, uh, uh, Jerry Yellen. 

00:04:36,799 --> 00:04:43,159 [Speaker 2]
Uh, he published this book in 19... I mean in 2010, 

00:04:43,159 --> 00:04:47,039 [Speaker 2]
and it was called the Black and Canteen. 

00:04:47,039 --> 00:05:44,679 [Speaker 2]
And it was a, really, a book of fiction, but the story was based on, on a true story. And this story was about 123 B-29s that, um, during the Second World War on the July, I think, or June 19th, 1945 went on a incendiary bombing mission in Japan that was called Shizuoi, Japan. That was the second incendiary, um, mission, bombing mission that they did. And, uh, whether you know it or not, incendiary, um, bombing missions or bombs that they drop and, uh, they explode and they set everything afar. Well you know that, you know, I was over in Jap- uh, Japan in 1951 and, uh, all their homes, a lot of them are just wooden. And, um, 

00:05:44,679 --> 00:06:09,596 [Speaker 2]
obviously, when those in- incendiary bombs fell, they burned a lot of these homes, and it killed about 2,000 residents of Shizuoi, Japan. And, um, unfortunately, we found out in that book, if you'll read it, it's a very interesting book, uh, that two B-29s-... uh, collided 

00:06:09,596 --> 00:06:47,316 [Speaker 2]
on that bombing mission and, uh, crashed, uh, around the city Suzuki, Japan. And, uh, there was a fellow there who was a Japanese town councilman that, um, went out there and he found two of them still alive. And he tried to save those and, uh, he was afraid at one time that the Japanese would get him for, uh, you- you know, for treason and so on, helping the enemy. But nevertheless, he went out there, picked up those two airmen that he found alive and tried to, uh, 

00:06:47,316 --> 00:07:58,475 [Speaker 2]
help them. And unfortunately, they died. He also found something there w- which is called the Black & C- uh, Canteen. It was a Black & Canteen which, you know, soldiers used to, uh, drink coffee and any liquids. And, uh, these airmen used to use this when they came, came back from a safe mission, um, or, you know, safely from a mission. They used to have it full of bourbon and they would drink bourbon to celebrate a, you know, satisfactory mission. Well, he found that, and he saved it. And then he buried these Americans and the ones that he could find from the two B-29s that, uh, crashed. And also, he buried them with, uh... There were about 2,000, um, people from the town of Suzuki that got killed and burned, and he, he buried them with the, uh... He buried the airmen. There were 23 of them in those two planes. He buried those with the, uh, people that got killed at Suzuki. 

00:07:58,475 --> 00:08:21,495 [Speaker 2]
And after that... This fellow's name, I forget his first name, but is it 2-... He was a town councilman in that city. Nevertheless, he did that, and after that, there was a young boy that remembers that when he was 12 years old at Suzuki. And he thought it would be a nice thing, uh, as a, uh... 

00:08:21,495 --> 00:08:28,395 [Speaker 2]
I don't know. He, he just felt that people should, uh, love one another and be friends 

00:08:28,395 --> 00:08:28,695 [Speaker 0]
[coughs]. 

00:08:28,695 --> 00:08:33,235 [Speaker 2]
... (audio distortion] world with everything. And he started a monument, 

00:08:33,235 --> 00:08:55,755 [Speaker 2]
um, at the same place that all of those, uh, his people were buried, and those 23 airmen were buried. Well, I finished that book. I called my cousin and sh-... I asked her what, um, what happened to her brother. And she said, "Well," she said, "I think you ought to read this book, The Black & Canteen." It was a, uh, 

00:08:55,755 --> 00:09:11,655 [Speaker 2]
it was a book that was fictional, but it was based on a true story. And, uh, so I, I got it and got it online. It was published in... It waited 'til 2010. And, uh, I read that book, 

00:09:11,655 --> 00:09:33,855 [Speaker 2]
and there's... After we went through this thing, in the epilogue of the book, it listed there was 23 airmen that were killed in the, that, uh, collision of those two B-29s in Japan. And it shocked me because I saw my cousin 

00:09:33,855 --> 00:09:56,735 [Speaker 2]
that was listed as one of the airmen in those two. [object clatters] And that's the first I ever knew about it, and I think that ch-... uh, the first she ever knew about it. Whether her mother told her what happened to her brother or not, I don't know. I think her mother did li-... Uh, my aunt did, did live long enough to find out what happened to her son. But anyway, uh, 

00:09:56,735 --> 00:10:09,575 [Speaker 2]
I- I just thought it was ironic. When I hit that page on the epilogue and saw my cousin's name in there, it- it just, it just blew me away. So, I just thought it might be 

00:10:09,575 --> 00:10:14,755 [Speaker 2]
interesting. If you ever have a chance to read that book, believe me, 

00:10:14,755 --> 00:10:24,075 [Speaker 2]
it's, uh... I'm reading another book now. I like history, and I read the books on the... I'm reading the one now, the latest one, of Bill O'Reilly. 

00:10:24,075 --> 00:10:44,215 [Speaker 2]
Was, uh... You know, he, he writes all these books about killing Lincoln, killing Reagan, killing so-and-so, killing Jesus, killing Pat. And he just came out with Killing the Rising Sun, and I'm in the middle of that and it's... Man, it'll shake you up, war is hell. What I'd like to say is 

00:10:44,215 --> 00:11:05,595 [Speaker 2]
please remember all of these brave men, the servicemen and women that served in all our wars. If you get a chance, just know that you... I missed the second World War, but I made the next one, the Korean War. So, uh, I'll have some experiences on that 

00:11:05,595 --> 00:11:11,535 [Speaker 0]
[audience applauds]. ... and that's a story that we could talk about later. Thank you. [audience applauds]. 

00:11:11,535 --> 00:11:16,655 [Speaker 4]
Uh, we got another s-... We got another person who's gonna do a recollection here. 

00:11:16,655 --> 00:11:28,135 [Speaker 4]
Sonny Callahan. [papers rustling] [crowd murmuring] 

00:11:28,135 --> 00:11:29,955 [Speaker 4]
Hello? 

00:11:29,955 --> 00:11:46,555 [Speaker 4]
Am I on? Yeah, you're on. Um, I'm Sonny Callahan. I was born in 1936, which gave me the privilege of living after the Great Depression and just during and before the second World War. 

00:11:46,555 --> 00:11:54,675 [Speaker 4]
I can remember when the German prisoners were in Ridgely, and they were cleaning out the ditches and cutting the weeds along 

00:11:54,675 --> 00:11:55,715 [Speaker 0]
I don't feel 100% better. 

00:11:55,715 --> 00:12:07,355 [Speaker 4]
... the ditches. And on many occasions, they would give, uh, me and some- some of my friends money, and we could go into town and buy candy and cigarettes 'cause we didn't have B21 back then.

00:12:07,963 --> 00:12:08,043 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:12:08,043 --> 00:12:17,683 [Speaker 4]
But, uh, they were all friendly and I, I, I never could understand if they were the enemy, uh, why they were so friendly. Um, 

00:12:17,683 --> 00:12:39,323 [Speaker 4]
there was a very nice lady that lived in Ridgely and lived with us while my mother worked at Pfeiffer's Hospital in Ridgely. She was a nurse. And, uh, the, the lady's name was Madge, and she was... sort of had a crush on a fellow named George Church. And just about every other woman in Ridgely had a crush on George Church. 

00:12:39,323 --> 00:12:40,623 [Speaker 0]
[laughs]. 

00:12:40,623 --> 00:12:47,183 [Speaker 4]
And George Church, um, was in the service and flying an airplane and got shot down and was killed. 

00:12:47,183 --> 00:12:47,743 [Speaker 0]
Oh. 

00:12:47,743 --> 00:12:51,403 [Speaker 4]
And it just devastated the... all the women in Ridgely. 

00:12:51,403 --> 00:12:52,943 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:12:52,943 --> 00:13:01,763 [Speaker 4]
I hated the Germans for killing him, and what I couldn't understand was that this lady who lived with us later married a German. 

00:13:01,763 --> 00:13:02,283 [Speaker 0]
Hmm. 

00:13:02,283 --> 00:13:18,343 [Speaker 4]
And that totally confused me, but over the years I've kind of figured that they were Germans and they were the enemy, but for the most part, they were just like we were. They were there because they had to be. 

00:13:18,343 --> 00:13:42,124 [Speaker 4]
The thing that, uh... The highlight of my days [clears throat], early days, was when the war was over. Um, I had been with my mom on numbers of... numerous occasions, uh, at it... a little crossroads called Sparks. It was a ne- uh, a Grand Observer Corps tower out there and they would go out and watch for planes. Uh, I did the same thing with a watchtower that was down by the 

00:13:42,124 --> 00:13:43,483 [Speaker 5]
[clapping] 

00:13:43,483 --> 00:13:55,283 [Speaker 4]
Over the years. Um, any plane that flew over, we had to call in. I still remember our call. Uh, words with KBAC 38-15 Black. 

00:13:55,283 --> 00:13:55,863 [Speaker 0]
[laughs]. 

00:13:55,863 --> 00:14:05,543 [Speaker 4]
And any time a plane went over, we had to call in and describe what the plane was and what direction it was headed, and so forth. 

00:14:05,543 --> 00:14:31,163 [Speaker 4]
I remember my sister and I having soldier suits and, uh, in your invitation on the front and back, uh, there's pictures of that. And they're also in, in a book that I've written. Uh, one of the books is on this, uh, silent auction table, and I have some here to sell if anybody's interested. And it's got my picture on the front. I, I posed for it and my wife said "No, turn around." 

00:14:31,163 --> 00:14:32,683 [Speaker 0]
[laughs]. 

00:14:32,683 --> 00:14:33,843 [Speaker 4]
So, it's the back of me. 

00:14:33,843 --> 00:14:39,483 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:14:39,483 --> 00:14:57,283 [Speaker 4]
I remember Mom having to buy ration stamps to buy gasoline and sugar. Uh, she had a little '41 Plymouth Coupe and it had a sticker on the window, and when you pulled into the gas station there, depending on that sticker, it determined how much gasoline you were allowed to buy. 

00:14:57,283 --> 00:14:58,743 [Speaker 4]
Um, 

00:14:58,743 --> 00:15:08,143 [Speaker 4]
I went... I started school in Ridgely and it was an agricultural school. There's a farm right next to it, and they grew milkweed. 

00:15:08,143 --> 00:15:08,883 [Speaker 0]
[laughs]. 

00:15:08,883 --> 00:15:29,163 [Speaker 4]
And our class... Uh, I went as far as the fourth grade in Ridgely. Our class took burlap bags and went next door on the farm and picked milkweed pods and, uh, collected them in these burlap bags. And we were told that they were used, uh, to make the materials for parachutes. 

00:15:29,163 --> 00:15:30,123 [Speaker 4]
Um- 

00:15:30,123 --> 00:15:32,983 [Speaker 1]
Sonny. He's ready. 

00:15:32,983 --> 00:15:33,763 [Speaker 0]
That's good. 

00:15:33,763 --> 00:15:34,243 [Speaker 4]
That's good? 

00:15:34,243 --> 00:15:35,983 [Speaker 1]
Yeah. 

00:15:35,983 --> 00:15:38,543 [Speaker 4]
I've gone about 17 pages here [laughs]- 

00:15:38,543 --> 00:15:43,923 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:15:43,923 --> 00:15:45,743 [Speaker 1]
We're gonna ask him to speak twice. 

00:15:45,743 --> 00:15:47,323 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:15:47,323 --> 00:15:49,863 [Speaker 1]
Is my request. Ernie, Ernie's so (inaudible) kind. 

00:15:49,863 --> 00:15:53,703 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:15:53,703 --> 00:15:56,223 [Speaker 1]
But we'll come back to Sonny. 

00:15:56,223 --> 00:15:56,803 [Speaker 6]
Okay. 

00:15:56,803 --> 00:16:01,383 [Speaker 1]
Okay, thanks. Everybody recharge your drinks and all. We'll come back to Sonny here in a little while. 

00:16:01,383 --> 00:16:01,803 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:16:01,803 --> 00:16:04,243 [Speaker 1]
We have somebody who's gonna talk about airplane spotter 

00:16:04,243 --> 00:16:04,943 [Speaker 7]
Whoo! 

00:16:04,943 --> 00:16:05,763 [Speaker 1]
Villages too. Okay, thank you. 

00:16:05,763 --> 00:16:06,723 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:16:06,723 --> 00:16:17,943 [Speaker 8]
I'm Pat Brown. I was a little girl growing up on a farm on the corner of Tuckahoe Road and 328 during World War II. 

00:16:17,943 --> 00:16:32,463 [Speaker 8]
I remember a German family moved in on the unpaved part of Tuckahoe Road around the bend, kind of a couple of fields over by the crow flies. 

00:16:32,463 --> 00:16:39,903 [Speaker 8]
A German family that really did disturb the neighborhood because everybody was just sure they were spies. 

00:16:39,903 --> 00:16:42,463 [Speaker 5]
[laughs]. 

00:16:42,463 --> 00:17:07,783 [Speaker 8]
They had a daughter and a son, teenagers, and they used to ride the school bus. And there was no problem at all. Some time later, a lady, a widow from New York City, and her, uh, French maid moved across New Bridge about a mile on the Talbot County side back on the river. 

00:17:07,783 --> 00:17:31,063 [Speaker 8]
And I used to go visit with her, but, uh, everybody said she had a short-wave radio and she was being watched. [laughs] So that wa- that was a little unsettling. But we got along fine. I was impressed with her beautiful home, her baby grand piano, and she often would give me piano lessons. 

00:17:31,063 --> 00:17:34,423 [Speaker 8]
Like some... like, um, 

00:17:34,423 --> 00:17:53,483 [Speaker 8]
some of the others, I remember listening to the radio news at 6:00 in the evening on a battery radio because we did not get electricity out on the farms until after World War II when the REA was created. 

00:17:53,483 --> 00:18:19,363 [Speaker 8]
I remember the ration books. I still have my ration books with the little stamps in it, and my mother's book has... still has lots of stamps left in it. I remember when my mother and her sisters used to... and the other ladies in the neighborhood used to take turns going over to the lookout tower to watch for the enemy planes. In, in that area, it was over in the Hillsborough section.

00:18:22,199 --> 00:18:22,219 [Speaker 9]
[laughs] 

00:18:22,219 --> 00:18:35,779 [Speaker 8]
I remember writing to a cousin who was in the army, and when I got a letter back from him, it was much reduced in size and it was 

00:18:35,779 --> 00:18:44,759 [Speaker 8]
photographed in some way. I don't remember what the process was, but it... and sometimes words were blacked out. 

00:18:44,759 --> 00:19:04,219 [Speaker 8]
So that was, that was a security situation, I suppose. I don't think any of us were telling any secrets, but anyway, so that was kind of interesting. 

00:19:04,219 --> 00:19:06,559 [Speaker 1]
Sonny's over here trying to grab the microphone. 

00:19:06,559 --> 00:19:07,440 [Speaker 9]
[laughing] 

00:19:07,440 --> 00:19:10,019 [Speaker 1]
We will come back to you after 

00:19:10,019 --> 00:19:11,620 [Speaker 0]
I have some good stuff. 

00:19:11,620 --> 00:19:12,479 [Speaker 1]
Okay. 

00:19:12,479 --> 00:19:12,999 [Speaker 9]
[laughing] 

00:19:12,999 --> 00:19:25,479 [Speaker 1]
He ensures it. All right, more food, more drink, and then we're gonna go back to somebody who can tell us about the airplane spotter buildings in World War II. 

00:19:25,479 --> 00:19:27,959 [Speaker 1]
Wait, um, we do have another story- 

00:19:27,959 --> 00:19:28,439 [Speaker 10]
Yes, I would like it 

00:19:28,439 --> 00:19:44,239 [Speaker 1]
... about suspicions and rumors, but mainly suspicions. And it's not from somebody who was alive in World War II, I know that, uh, Cathy Spence. But Cathy's gonna tell a story about her ancestors who were German. 

00:19:44,239 --> 00:19:47,079 [Speaker 10]
Okay. Yeah. My, um, 

00:19:47,079 --> 00:19:54,639 [Speaker 10]
my grandfather and grandmother owned a restaurant in Denton, and, um, 

00:19:54,639 --> 00:20:24,639 [Speaker 10]
both... I, I will say that my father and my uncle were both in the military during World War II. My father was in the Air Force and my uncle was in the Navy. And, um, my... There was no person in Denton that was more patriotic than my grandfather. My grandfather came, came to this country from Germany. Now, during World War I, he was not a citizen, but he was during World War II. And, uh, I'll tell you something about World War I sometime, but he got arrested, but that's okay. We're talking about- 

00:20:24,639 --> 00:20:26,059 [Speaker 9]
[laughs] Just tea. 

00:20:26,059 --> 00:20:41,779 [Speaker 10]
Yeah, that was another, another story. But during World War II, um, someone in Denton, they never found out who, reported that he had a swastika painted on the roof of his restroom building uptown. 

00:20:41,779 --> 00:20:45,019 [Speaker 10]
And, uh, the, 

00:20:45,019 --> 00:21:35,159 [Speaker 10]
uh, I guess the FBI types or, or government types came to Denton to see if he did have a swastika on, on his... on the roof. And, um, of course, he didn't, but he had instead in the window, hanging in the window of the restaurant was the flag with the two stars on it for my, um, uncle and my father. And, uh, like he said... He told me, he says, "I, I am a very patriotic person." He loved this country. And he used to... He never charged any soldier or any military person that came into the restaurant to eat. He gave them food free. They'd go in the back in the kitchen and sit and eat at the family table and, um, 

00:21:35,159 --> 00:22:05,799 [Speaker 10]
he never charged them, and he'd put them in the car and drive them over to Baltimore so that they could catch the train or they took... taken them to Love Point so they could get those... boat to go over to Baltimore. And as a little child, I can remember my grandfather picking up the soldiers on the highway that were hitchhiking. That would've been during the Korean War. And so he, he just loved this country a lot. But he did, they did come down to see... came to Denton to see if he had a swastika on him, but he didn't. 

00:22:05,799 --> 00:22:08,179 [Speaker 1]
Okay. Thank you, Cathy. 

00:22:08,179 --> 00:23:02,759 [Speaker 1]
Um, recharge. Now, the Caroline County Historical Society, uh, we have 48 buildings. And how do we get 48? We had 46 and we went up to Bill Collier's house and his wife said, "Oh, Bill, maybe they want that airplane spotter building out there." So he went out in the woods and there was the airplane spotter building from Baltimore Corners. And it stands on, it stood on poles about 12 feet high, um, and it was probably 5 feet by about 9 feet. We have that in storage. And when we do our museum expansion, um, we're going to, um, install that airplane spotter building. There was an airplane spotter building every five miles in Caroline County, so there were seven of them altogether. We have someone here who was over from Talbot County who actually, um, worked in an airplane spotter building and she's gonna give us a brief description of it. 

00:23:02,759 --> 00:23:38,939 [Speaker 11]
Okay, this is the house where I was born and my father was born, and, uh, it's still in the Colohan family. It's near Longwoods. And, um, we actually had older people come to our house morning, noon and night, except that they were... The last spotters would leave at five o'clock because I had a brother who would get up and make sure that there was someone there. Um, we had, um, uh, various people in the neighborhood who came and, uh, some of them were some of the elite rich people who lived in the 

00:23:38,939 --> 00:23:39,099 [Speaker 0]
Mm. 

00:23:39,099 --> 00:24:16,479 [Speaker 11]
Mollster area. So I got to know a lot of people who really traveled and were very well-educated, and it was sort of like I had mentors. Um, but I also had other experiences other than reporting the airplanes. When I was in high school, there was a young man who came from England, from London. His... He... His parents were wealthy enough to respe- send him over here to go to school and to live in Talbot County during World War II. Uh, various people who... that I was acquainted with were Dr. Kurt Letter. 

00:24:16,479 --> 00:24:43,575 [Speaker 11]
He was actually in a concentration camp, and he had marks on his fingernails that he showed when he first came where they had put hot splinters.Just before World War II, my father had bought a new farm in 1938. And we went to the house where this, um, back as you'd find, he was a tenant farmer. He, um, showed us this big 

00:24:43,575 --> 00:25:07,915 [Speaker 11]
brown owl that was made of gingerbread and had green glass eyes. Um, at, in 1938, his family had a big estate to sell in Germany, so he went over there to sell it. Well, you know, Mr. Hitler was not gonna let you take out a lot of US money. Someone baked this owl and put cash in there- 

00:25:07,915 --> 00:25:08,596 [Speaker 0]
Oh. [laughs] 

00:25:08,596 --> 00:25:11,536 [Speaker 11]
... and that's how he got money from there. 

00:25:11,536 --> 00:25:12,895 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:25:12,895 --> 00:25:25,616 [Speaker 11]
And the man's name was Hans Fars- Harmsen. And he did have a son who worked in, um, in this area. He would work for a company that, uh, made, um, milk machines. 

00:25:25,616 --> 00:25:26,755 [Speaker 0]
Walter Harmsen. 

00:25:26,755 --> 00:25:27,935 [Speaker 11]
Walter Harmsen, yes. 

00:25:27,935 --> 00:25:28,315 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:25:28,315 --> 00:25:35,435 [Speaker 11]
And my, one of my brothers really messed Walter up. They were getting... This is nothing, nothing to do with a spotting station. 

00:25:35,435 --> 00:25:36,115 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:25:36,115 --> 00:25:50,055 [Speaker 11]
They were getting up hay and my father, my father had gotten one of my brothers to go up on top of the hay on the wagon. He tossed down a fork. It went through Walter's leg. 

00:25:50,055 --> 00:25:50,775 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:25:50,775 --> 00:25:55,735 [Speaker 11]
So needless to say, he spent them all in the hospital. 

00:25:55,735 --> 00:26:01,275 [Speaker 11]
Um, I have a picture here of one of the, um, 

00:26:01,275 --> 00:26:03,855 [Speaker 11]
arm bands that we would wear. 

00:26:03,855 --> 00:26:07,255 [Speaker 11]
There's also a little, um, 

00:26:07,255 --> 00:26:09,375 [Speaker 11]
the, uh, wings that my father had. 

00:26:09,375 --> 00:26:14,635 [Speaker 1]
Excuse me. It says, "US Army, AWS, um, Air Force Observer." 

00:26:14,635 --> 00:26:24,715 [Speaker 11]
Right. Um, in other words, the, the people could wear one of these arm bands. Now, they were much longer, but my mother, [clears throat] she snuck some before they came to get them. 

00:26:24,715 --> 00:26:25,475 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:26:25,475 --> 00:26:40,715 [Speaker 11]
At the end, uh, when the, when the, when they stopped having the spotting stations, they came and got all the log books, all the slips of paper we used, everything. And they wanted those arm bands. Well, my mother had secretly hid some of them- 

00:26:40,715 --> 00:26:40,735 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:26:40,735 --> 00:26:43,715 [Speaker 11]
... because she wanted all of her children to have one. 

00:26:43,715 --> 00:26:44,635 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:26:44,635 --> 00:26:48,875 [Speaker 11]
And she had put them in a cushion and had sewed the cushion shut. 

00:26:48,875 --> 00:26:52,815 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:26:52,815 --> 00:26:57,375 [Speaker 11]
Now, I do have some things in here. For instance, um, 

00:26:57,375 --> 00:27:00,315 [Speaker 11]
oh, does anybody want to know what I looked like in the seventh grade? 

00:27:00,315 --> 00:27:03,715 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:27:03,715 --> 00:27:04,895 [Speaker 11]
I was wearing 

00:27:04,895 --> 00:27:05,375 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:27:05,375 --> 00:27:19,255 [Speaker 11]
When I was at school and I was wearing, um, a little gold pin that had something like little diamonds on it and some little red stones. It was, um, a flag. That was the patriotic thing for girls to wear. 

00:27:19,255 --> 00:27:20,555 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:27:20,555 --> 00:27:40,475 [Speaker 11]
In the Easton newspaper, there was a, uh, large article in, uh, July of 1942 about the spotting station. And it told in there about, uh, it gave the list of people who, uh, were the main spotters and they were starred by some who, who really did extra good work. 

00:27:40,475 --> 00:27:41,395 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:27:41,395 --> 00:27:46,315 [Speaker 11]
Um, now, my name is mentioned because I was a person who was there 

00:27:46,315 --> 00:28:46,775 [Speaker 11]
and, uh, gave the re-, w- reported an airplane when the army sent out a link of captain and a lieutenant and the man who was in charge in Easton, Kansas. So, I had a very eventful time during World War II. I, I met a lot of interesting people, newspeople would come. There was one lady who was gonna, who would write for the Sa- Saturday Evening Post and I don't think she ever wrote anything about the spotting stations. But I have collected various things and I recently, um, had called one of my nieces. You know, sometimes we give away things. See, I'm 87 and a half, so I've been given away things. Well, years ago, I had given one of my nieces a picture showing my, showing my first cousin. She was a nurse at St. Agnes Hospital. It shows her giving an intravenous, intravenous to the first conscientious objector who was not eating. 

00:28:46,775 --> 00:28:49,015 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:28:49,015 --> 00:28:53,035 [Speaker 11]
So, I, I did. I mean, I've got a lot of things. I could go on forever. So- 

00:28:53,035 --> 00:28:55,335 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:28:55,335 --> 00:29:30,695 [Speaker 11]
And, and you wanna know why I was the one who was there when I was 13 and the, uh, the army officers came? Well, we grew string beans. So, my father and mother and a lot older, um, brothers had gone to the other farm where the string beans were. Well, the people who were from the cannery, they had all these workers who would come and you would give... Each time they picked- what we called a tomato basket. Each time they picked a- a tomato basket of string beans, you gave them a ticket. Then at the end of the day, you gave them cash. 

00:29:30,695 --> 00:29:32,315 [Speaker 11]
Well, 

00:29:32,315 --> 00:29:36,395 [Speaker 11]
my mother decided that she and I would stay home 

00:29:36,395 --> 00:29:47,075 [Speaker 11]
before noon and make, make the big farm dinner, you know? Well, then in the afternoon, my sister Clara, who was 19, 

00:29:47,075 --> 00:30:02,055 [Speaker 11]
she had been the one who went to Baltimore to first learn how to, uh, recognize the airplanes. And then she gave a class at a local school and we all had to learn how to, uh, recognize what the planes were. Well, 

00:30:02,055 --> 00:30:05,995 [Speaker 11]
my sister had met this lieutenant before. 

00:30:05,995 --> 00:30:09,155 [Speaker 11]
My sister, after we'd washed the dishes, she disappeared. 

00:30:09,155 --> 00:30:10,055 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:30:10,055 --> 00:30:13,255 [Speaker 11]
She had a terrible headache. 

00:30:13,255 --> 00:30:15,575 [Speaker 11]
Guess what? 

00:30:15,575 --> 00:30:29,775 [Speaker 11]
Just as they got ready to leave, she comes down from upstairs. She had on her best dress. She had curled her hair, she had beautiful makeup on, and she just looked gorgeous. But she didn't get her name in the paper for being the one who's late. 

00:30:29,775 --> 00:30:31,935 [Speaker 0]
[laughs]

00:30:33,507 --> 00:30:33,567 [Speaker 12]
[laughs] 

00:30:33,567 --> 00:30:34,767 [Speaker 1]
Thank you very much. We appreciate it 

00:30:34,767 --> 00:30:35,047 [Speaker 0]
... and Bridgeton, Virginia. [crowd claps] 

00:30:35,047 --> 00:30:35,447 [Speaker 1]
Thank you very much. 

00:30:35,447 --> 00:30:35,787 [Speaker 0]
And we'll see you around. 

00:30:35,787 --> 00:30:36,307 [Speaker 1]
Thank you. 

00:30:36,307 --> 00:30:37,828 [Speaker 0]
So long. 

00:30:37,828 --> 00:30:44,487 [Speaker 1]
Okay, if anybody wants to look in the Yeah, we'll see what we can get for 'em. You're welcome to. Thank you. If we could quiet down for a minute? 

00:30:44,487 --> 00:30:46,828 [Speaker 0]
Just 'cause he's 

00:30:46,828 --> 00:30:52,547 [Speaker 4]
Sonny had a little bit more to say before he got cut off. 

00:30:52,547 --> 00:30:52,728 [Speaker 4]
You see- 

00:30:52,728 --> 00:30:53,927 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:30:53,927 --> 00:30:58,228 [Speaker 4]
At the time I was living in Ridgely, the war was over. 

00:30:58,228 --> 00:31:16,208 [Speaker 4]
Someone in Ridgely made dummies, effigies of Hitler, and Tojo, and Mussolini. And they put 'em in the back of pickup trucks, and they drove all over Carroll County, blowing their horn and flashing their lights. And I forgot to ride in the truck with Hitler. 

00:31:16,208 --> 00:31:17,027 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:31:17,027 --> 00:31:48,068 [Speaker 4]
I had an iron cross and I pinned it on this chest. In that height, in Central Avenue in Ridgely, it was a wide street, they put each of those effigies on gallows. Uh, and they had this huge pile of brush underneath each of 'em. And at the given time, they lit each one and they had huge bonfires and burned them all to ashes. And I went the next morning to get my iron cross, and it had been melted. 

00:31:48,068 --> 00:31:48,687 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:31:48,687 --> 00:31:54,107 [Speaker 4]
But that's something that nobody else in this room knows about. Thank you, John. 

00:31:54,107 --> 00:31:58,007 [Speaker 1]
All right. Thank you. Thank you, Sonny. And [laughs] Pat Bryant has one more quick 

00:31:58,007 --> 00:31:58,427 [Speaker 8]
Yeah, give her a hand. 

00:31:58,427 --> 00:31:58,747 [Speaker 1]
quickly too. 

00:31:58,747 --> 00:32:00,107 [Speaker 0]
So, yeah. Good, good. 

00:32:00,107 --> 00:32:21,087 [Speaker 8]
I don't think anyone mentioned how important it was during the war to save things. You wasted nothing. You saved things. Like, uh, scrap iron, of course was an important, uh, commodity to save. Was collected for the war effort. And I can remember as a little girl saving tinfoil 

00:32:21,087 --> 00:32:31,927 [Speaker 8]
from chewing gum wrappers or cigarette packs. I didn't smoke, but my relatives did. But and then that, put that into a big, make a little ball out of it. Now what was done with it, I'm not sure. 

00:32:31,927 --> 00:32:32,407 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] Yeah. 

00:32:32,407 --> 00:32:41,107 [Speaker 8]
But everything was saved. Everything was done for the war effort. 

00:32:41,107 --> 00:32:41,467 [Speaker 8]
Thanks. 

00:32:41,467 --> 00:32:51,767 [Speaker 1]
[sighs] Um, you know, a lot of people have told, um, humorous stories. Excuse me. A lot of people have told, uh, humorous stories, but um, 

00:32:51,767 --> 00:33:05,967 [Speaker 1]
if you look around the wall of our main room here, you see the 60 men and one woman who, who died in World War II. And I know Owen has a story about that. So this is Owen Ryan. 

00:33:05,967 --> 00:33:29,807 [Speaker 13]
I grew up [clears throat] here on 2nd Street, uh, about a block south from the, uh, Moore Funeral Home and, uh, I calculate now it must've been about April of 1945. I was just a little kid sitting down on my front porch, or front steps. And, um, there wasn't much traffic then because there was 

00:33:29,807 --> 00:33:30,587 [Speaker 0]
First street. 

00:33:30,587 --> 00:33:31,887 [Speaker 13]
... kids riding, there weren't many vehicles. 

00:33:31,887 --> 00:33:32,347 [Speaker 0]
Oh, okay. 

00:33:32,347 --> 00:33:47,307 [Speaker 13]
And most everybody was away at the war effort, including my own father. And things were so quiet that you could hear a car a block away. So I'm sitting there and this car comes up 2nd Street. 

00:33:47,307 --> 00:33:50,747 [Speaker 13]
I haven't lost my memory. We didn't have one way streets in Denton back then. 

00:33:50,747 --> 00:33:51,427 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:33:51,427 --> 00:34:16,907 [Speaker 13]
So it comes up 2nd Street, and there, there was something official looking about it, I don't remember what it was, but it attracted my attention. I followed it, and it went to the house across the street. And the two men got out, and these two men were clearly on a mission and they may have had some sort of identification on them. Anyhow, they went in the house on the corner, 

00:34:16,907 --> 00:34:31,107 [Speaker 13]
and within a minute of them going into the house, this lady flew out the door, flung open the screen door, yelled, screaming, going down Randolph Street, "No, no, it can't be, it can't be!" 

00:34:31,107 --> 00:34:42,067 [Speaker 13]
And the women in the neighborhood, including my mother, got out and pursued her and I assume attempted to console her. And, 

00:34:42,067 --> 00:35:02,507 [Speaker 13]
uh, they came back and I asked my mother, "What was that all about?" She said well, she just found out her husband was killed in the war. That was Paul Fithy. And that was the first time I think the concept of war and that it was a terrible thing had ever 

00:35:02,507 --> 00:35:05,627 [Speaker 13]
visited itself on me or 

00:35:05,627 --> 00:35:12,867 [Speaker 13]
most of us at that age, because my father went away. We had... My mother wrote us letters where 

00:35:12,867 --> 00:35:12,927 [Speaker 14]
Mm-hmm. 

00:35:12,927 --> 00:35:12,927 [Speaker 13]
... 

00:35:12,927 --> 00:35:12,927 [Speaker 14]
Mm-hmm. 

00:35:12,927 --> 00:35:21,147 [Speaker 13]
... referenced earlier that had been censored. Pat Brown talked about them here. They x out or black out certain things. 

00:35:21,147 --> 00:35:23,867 [Speaker 13]
Another thing that happened, 

00:35:23,867 --> 00:35:49,687 [Speaker 13]
again, the same location, a house up there, 'cause this had been after the war and we didn't have air conditioning so we were stuck with the windows open at night. And one night I was awakened because these men were running down 2nd Street toward uptown. And when they got to the part where the street light was, I saw this- this guy in combat boots and skivvies. That's all he had on. 

00:35:49,687 --> 00:35:49,747 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:35:49,747 --> 00:36:00,007 [Speaker 13]
There were a couple men chasing him, which is, needless to say a little unusual. And one of them stopped and knocked on the door of the house and 

00:36:00,007 --> 00:36:31,867 [Speaker 13]
got my father out and he joined them and they disappeared from my sight and sound. And I asked him the next morning, I asked my father, I said, "What was that all about?" He said, "Well, he had some bad memories from the war." Well, I later found out he did. Of course, he had, we called it shell shock then, but it's PTSD now. That person was Jack Rude, and a year or so before, he had survived the Battle of the Bulge, so it was quite understandable in retrospect- 

00:36:31,867 --> 00:36:32,807 [Speaker 8]
I remember Jack Rude 

00:36:32,807 --> 00:36:49,335 [Speaker 13]
... what he was going through. And that again, was the first time that the concept of war and the fact that a-... it doesn't end for some people when the shooting stops, but there are two lessons I learned from 

00:36:49,335 --> 00:36:50,135 [Speaker 1]
[clears throat] 

00:36:50,135 --> 00:36:53,495 [Speaker 13]
Detton just being a little kid. 

00:36:53,495 --> 00:37:39,136 [Speaker 1]
Wow. Thank you very much. Very, very profound. [audience applauds] By the way, just so people, um, know this, um, we, we were able to, um, collect letters, um, that Paul Finn, who he referred to as being killed in the war, had sent home to his, his wife. And those are part of a recording, part of an audiovisual program we have up in the front room. It's not running tonight, but it's called Letters From the War. And we had a, we had an actress who read the letters with the background and all. And the other one, Jack Rue, we brought in a professional film crew in 2001 to 2005, um, into the museum here, actually into this room, and we taped about 25 World War II, 

00:37:39,136 --> 00:37:58,975 [Speaker 1]
um, combat veterans, um, including Jack Rue. So, the historical society has done a lot of work in this area. Obviously we collected all these people who were killed in action. Okay, everybody, um, recharge your drinks and get some food and let the music begin. [audience laughs] 

00:37:58,975 --> 00:38:04,215 [Speaker 1]
Governor Harry Hughes with us tonight and, uh, 

00:38:04,215 --> 00:38:08,555 [Speaker 1]
he's gonna tell us, I think, a little bit about, you know, this is the 75th anniversary of- 

00:38:08,555 --> 00:38:10,255 [Speaker 0]
And I had the double also myself 

00:38:10,255 --> 00:38:19,395 [Speaker 1]
... uh, uh, Pearl Harbor. So I think he might have a recollection maybe of where he was and some other things for us. So, Governor Harry Hughes. [paper rustics] 

00:38:19,395 --> 00:38:21,275 [Speaker 15]
Thank you very much, um... 

00:38:21,275 --> 00:38:22,376 [Speaker 0]
No wonder, he's all focused 

00:38:22,376 --> 00:38:22,755 [Speaker 16]
... this is pretty interesting 

00:38:22,755 --> 00:38:24,135 [Speaker 15]
... here today. 

00:38:24,135 --> 00:38:24,315 [Speaker 0]
Yeah. 

00:38:24,315 --> 00:38:37,235 [Speaker 15]
I was somewhere the other day. Somebody came up to me and said, uh, "Didn't you used to be Harry Hughes?" [audience laughs] I said, "Yes, I still am." [audience laughs] 

00:38:37,235 --> 00:38:56,795 [Speaker 15]
I remember exactly where I was on Pearl Harbor day in 1941. I was watching, it was sunny, it was early afternoon, and I was watching a s- town soccer game in Denver when the word came about Pearl Harbor. 

00:38:56,795 --> 00:38:59,536 [Speaker 15]
And, uh, 

00:38:59,536 --> 00:39:04,735 [Speaker 15]
so later on, I decided to 

00:39:04,735 --> 00:39:17,216 [Speaker 15]
go to the Naval Academy. We only had 11 grades here then, and, uh, so we thought I should get a little more education before applying for that. 

00:39:17,216 --> 00:39:27,675 [Speaker 15]
And so, my mother was a school teacher here for years, and got me a scholarship to Mercersburg Academy. And so, that's where I went. 

00:39:27,675 --> 00:39:42,095 [Speaker 15]
And while I was there, a classmate of mine, Caroline High, got the appointment to the Naval Academy, [audience laughs] which was good for him and in the long run good for me. 

00:39:42,095 --> 00:39:52,055 [Speaker 15]
Uh, so I decided to enlist in the Naval Air Corps when I turned 17, [audience coughs] and, uh, 

00:39:52,055 --> 00:40:01,236 [Speaker 15]
which I did, and went to s- several months of different kinds of training. Um, 

00:40:01,236 --> 00:40:26,096 [Speaker 15]
the first place they sent me, can you imagine this, was Mount Saint Mary's College. [audience laughs] There was not too much Naval Air Corps at Mount Saint Mary's College [audience laughs] for four months. And I think that was primarily to get us y- young 17-year-olds more adjusted to the military life, life. 

00:40:26,096 --> 00:40:33,236 [Speaker 15]
And instead of four months, I was there a year. [audience coughs] And there were two reasons given for that. 

00:40:33,236 --> 00:40:37,995 [Speaker 15]
They didn't lose as many pilots as they expected to, 

00:40:37,995 --> 00:40:44,675 [Speaker 15]
or it was a clerical error [audience laughs] and there were personnel, which was probably the real reason. [audience laughs] 

00:40:44,675 --> 00:40:46,975 [Speaker 0]
Lost and found. 

00:40:46,975 --> 00:41:38,276 [Speaker 15]
And, uh, uh, so, um, I remember they had really tough physical training. There's a mountain there at Mount Saint Mary's College if you've been there, and we had to run up the side of that mountain. It had steps up there [audience laughs] and there were some chief specialist 80 of the 80 up there cussing us out, "Hurry up, hurry up," and you'd get up to the top and your knees are burning. And then you had to run down the side of the mountain, and if you didn't do it within a certain period of time, then you had to run around the track every so often. And I remember the story was that North Carolina Pre-Flight School sent word up, "Take it easy on these guys. When they get down here, there's nothing we can do with them physically. You've done it all." [audience laughs] So anyway, from there I went to Patuxent Naval Air Station 

00:41:38,276 --> 00:41:49,915 [Speaker 15]
as a tarmac, they called us, which was just waiting to get into more training, and we were assigned to a 

00:41:49,915 --> 00:41:54,515 [Speaker 15]
VR9, which was a transport squadron. 

00:41:54,515 --> 00:42:18,275 [Speaker 15]
Patuxent Naval Air Station was a testing station where they tested Messerschmitts and German planes and all kinds of other planes. But we were s- assigned to a transport, VR9, and all the officers were airline trans- or tran- airline guys, not very military. 

00:42:18,275 --> 00:42:59,947 [Speaker 15]
And I remember I got back from a weekend leave once and I had lost my passport and my pass, and they took me in to see the officer of the day, who I've never seen yet. [audience laughs] He was, he was in a room lying in a bed, I'm sure, with the lights out, and I'm standing out in the hall and he reamed me up one side and down the other."And finally, he said, "Who are you attached to?" I said, "I'm with VR9." He said, "Oh, hell. Take him on down there and let him handle it." So they took me down to VR9 squadron, and the officer came in and said, "What are you doing here, Hughes?" I said, "Well, I was out on 

00:42:59,947 --> 00:43:00,267 [Speaker 17]
[laughing] 

00:43:00,267 --> 00:43:04,487 [Speaker 15]
... liberty and I lost my pass, and they sent me down." He said, "Go to hell to bed." 

00:43:04,487 --> 00:43:05,387 [Speaker 17]
[laughing] 

00:43:05,387 --> 00:43:11,247 [Speaker 15]
They weren't very military, the VR9, I can tell you, these airline officers. 

00:43:11,247 --> 00:43:15,327 [Speaker 15]
So from there, I went to, 

00:43:15,327 --> 00:43:17,167 [Speaker 15]
um, 

00:43:17,167 --> 00:43:21,307 [Speaker 15]
preflight school at University of North Carolina and, 

00:43:21,307 --> 00:43:24,608 [Speaker 15]
uh, the next step was to 

00:43:24,608 --> 00:43:28,288 [Speaker 15]
go to advanced training in Pensacola. 

00:43:28,288 --> 00:43:36,428 [Speaker 15]
But while I was at preflight school, the Germans and Japanese heard I was coming, and they gave up. 

00:43:36,428 --> 00:43:45,107 [Speaker 17]
[laughing] 

00:43:45,107 --> 00:43:47,027 [Speaker 15]
So, uh, 

00:43:47,027 --> 00:43:58,667 [Speaker 15]
it- it's funny. There was a similar program in the Army, and the Army discharged all the guys in that training program, and then they were drafted. 

00:43:58,667 --> 00:44:18,647 [Speaker 15]
And the Navy decided, "Well, we spent this much time and money on these guys. We didn't want to lose them to the Army." So instead of discharging us, they put us on inactive duty, and I stayed on inactive duty for a year and a half after the war was over. But, uh, 

00:44:18,647 --> 00:44:24,127 [Speaker 15]
that's my heroic, uh, you know, military experience. [laughs] 

00:44:24,127 --> 00:44:24,887 [Speaker 17]
[laughing] 

00:44:24,887 --> 00:44:33,827 [Speaker 15]
And one thing it, uh, uh... I'll close with this, it did teach me, was, I'm sure glad I didn't go through the Naval Academy. 

00:44:33,827 --> 00:44:39,407 [Speaker 17]
[laughing] [hands clapping] 

00:44:39,407 --> 00:44:42,707 [Speaker 17]
We're just gonna talk a moment about, um, 

00:44:42,707 --> 00:45:19,547 [Speaker 17]
thank you all so much for coming. As I was saying, listening to some of our elder statespeople talk about life in, during World War II for them as children, um, just speaks to me about how thankful we all should be for what they did, and their parents, and the sacrifices they made. And with that said, I'd like to give some thanks tonight for some of the people who always come through year after year helping us. Um, I'd like to thank Michael McCray, who helped with the cooking and catering and putting the food together. Thank you, Mickey. [applauding] 

00:45:19,547 --> 00:47:24,347 [Speaker 17]
Um, we had other contributors for the food from our board of directors. It's a thankless job. Our board of directors is all volunteer. As you know, we have no paid staff and they're just a remarkable group of people. Um, I would also like to thank the contributors for the silent auction. Uh, Cathy and Rich Schwab, who put up, uh, a timeshare year after year. We're very grateful for that. I know a lot of you have partaken of those bids and enjoyed it. Uh, Roland and Nancy Willis this year offered that week in Ocean City, and we thank them. Carol and Ken Banko put together some wonderful baskets for you. Sally Campbell also has put forth antiques and some really unique items. And we're very grateful because whatever you bid, whether it's $5 or $100, everything counts for us. We have so many projects that we're working on right now. Joc and the board are trying to save 16 buildings and preserve them. And it's not just for us. Uh, it's for the future. It's thankless for us in some ways. It's a lot of work. But without your support and bidding on some of these items, everything helps. We're really grateful. Um, some of the, uh, flower arrangements and fresh greens have been done by the garden club. And our very own June Sader is here tonight. She decorated the back fireplace and some of the centerpieces, and we're very grateful for that. And finally, there's a young man, I don't know if you've noticed tonight, who's been performing, and that's Eamon Peach. And Eamon started playing for us when I think he was about eight years old. And if you notice, each year he gets better and better. And this year, Eamon has been performing with us, and his teacher came along as well to accompany him. So we're very grateful for Eamon to provide the music. And I think Eamon deserves a round of applause. [applauding] 

00:47:24,347 --> 00:47:26,347 [Speaker 0]
Got anything to say Eamon? 

00:47:26,347 --> 00:47:58,687 [Speaker 17]
And also wanna thank you, and we really, truly appreciate you coming to our functions, supporting us, and we hope you continue to do so in the future. And also, finally, without Jock Walsh leading our historic society, we are very unusual anywhere in the state of Maryland, but truly, this board of directors, under the guidance of Jock Walsh, we get a lot done with very little, and we're appreciative of that. So thank you. [applauding] 

00:47:58,687 --> 00:48:02,807 [Speaker 1]
Alright. Calm down now. Calm down. Calm down. 

00:48:02,807 --> 00:48:09,287 [Speaker 1]
Uh, we got our final speaker here. Um, it's, uh, Carol Stokley. Now, 

00:48:09,287 --> 00:48:15,107 [Speaker 1]
one of the funny things about this war was that, um, it created 

00:48:15,107 --> 00:48:43,967 [Speaker 1]
a lot of marriages. Um, you know, some, some unfortunately ended, like Paul Finn, but other ones were created. You see my mother's, uh, wedding dress there around the corner. I mean, if it hadn't been for World War II, I wouldn't be here today nor would Carol Stokley be in this room today. She'd be around, but I'm gonna let Carol tell you how she went from Pennsylvania... Sit, Carol, sit. Uh, went from, uh, uh, Pennsylvania to Washington 

00:48:45,907 --> 00:48:46,007 [Speaker 18]
[laughs] 

00:48:46,007 --> 00:48:51,447 [Speaker 0]
Well, it's a long story, but I'll make it very short. 

00:48:51,447 --> 00:48:54,387 [Speaker 0]
Uh, let me tell you, 

00:48:54,387 --> 00:49:01,407 [Speaker 0]
uh, that was the last thing I ever wanted when I graduated from high school 

00:49:01,407 --> 00:49:10,308 [Speaker 0]
back in, uh, '42, was going to Washington. I went to Washington to work. 

00:49:10,308 --> 00:49:12,068 [Speaker 0]
And, 

00:49:12,068 --> 00:49:22,767 [Speaker 0]
you know, I made a remark the other day when I went to General Frederick's funeral. I have never... I haven't seen that much press 

00:49:22,767 --> 00:49:49,167 [Speaker 0]
since I left Washington. It was a wonderful thing to see. But I was in Washington. I, uh, was a clerk typist. God knows why they e- ever hired me as a clerk typist, 'cause I wasn't all that good. But they needed people, so I was one of them. [clears throat] But anyway, I, uh, it was an interesting time to be there. 

00:49:49,167 --> 00:49:51,607 [Speaker 0]
And 

00:49:51,607 --> 00:50:02,607 [Speaker 0]
I met and married a Marine. And of course, Bill being in the Marine Corps, [clears throat] he, um, 

00:50:02,607 --> 00:50:10,007 [Speaker 0]
his... The name was spelled S-T-O-C-K-L-E-Y. And of course, that was 

00:50:10,007 --> 00:50:15,307 [Speaker 0]
Stockley, as far as... And I married Bill Stockley. 

00:50:15,307 --> 00:50:20,007 [Speaker 0]
Well, we got down here, and I found out I had married Bill Stokely. 

00:50:20,007 --> 00:50:22,807 [Speaker 19]
[laughs] 

00:50:22,807 --> 00:50:39,387 [Speaker 0]
It's just all the way you perceive it. B- But this was down the eastern shore of Maryland, which has been a wonderful... Well, that was in 1942. And it's been... it's been a great trip. It's been a wonderful time. 

00:50:39,387 --> 00:50:44,067 [Speaker 0]
I wouldn't trade it for anything. 

00:50:44,067 --> 00:50:47,767 [Speaker 0]
And I thank you all for everything that you've meant to me. 

00:50:47,767 --> 00:50:53,367 [Speaker 19]
[cheering] [applauding] 

00:50:53,367 --> 00:51:09,967 [Speaker 17]
I should also say that Carol has diligently worked for us every single weekend. I mean, how many of us really and truly could give up every weekend? Carol is here every weekend at the museum, keeping it open to the public. And Carol, thank you. Thank you so much. 

00:51:09,967 --> 00:51:14,167 [Speaker 19]
[applauding] 

00:51:14,167 --> 00:51:18,007 [Speaker 1]
Okay, uh, one final story that we collected on World War II 

00:51:18,007 --> 00:51:18,387 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:51:18,387 --> 00:52:46,227 [Speaker 1]
That... We'll start this one with humor, it occurred in the southern part of the county. A lady who's passed away now, when she was a young girl in, um, in World War II, when the war had started, it... When she was living down in, I think it was Poplar Neck. And, uh, they didn't have any plumbing back in those days, so she went out to the outhouse. And she was in the outhouse, and all of a sudden she heard all kinds of men's voices outside and yelling, and then she heard vehicles and all. And she, she walked out of the outhouse and here were hundreds of US soldiers crossing, crossing their, [laughs] their front lawn. What had happened was, they were practicing for the invasion of, um, of England. Or excuse me, the invasion of, uh, France. And, uh, they had come down... The Army, Army Core of Engineers had come down and they built a bridge, um, from Talbot County, across the Choptank River over into, uh, Poplar Neck and Frasier Neck. And they were crossing all these vehicles and men down there. So, I always thought that was a great story. This poor, you know, young girl, teenager coming home and all these army personnel was... Are there. One final thing I should tell you, Caroline County is responsible for winning World War II, um, in one specific thing. We produced something in Caroline County, we produced billions of them, that actually won World War II. Can anybody guess what those were? 

00:52:46,227 --> 00:52:48,207 [Speaker 0]
Tomato. 

00:52:48,207 --> 00:53:12,007 [Speaker 1]
Knew tomato would probably be named after them, but this was billions, billions of something. What it was was buttons. Caroline County had a whole bunch of button factories. Wrigley had one, Denton had one. The Denton factory did, um, pearl buttons that were used on nurse's uniforms. But the big one was down in Federalsburg, what is today Federalsburg, uh, or Maryland Plastics. And they produced what were called 

00:53:12,007 --> 00:53:12,047 [Speaker 0]
[laughs] 

00:53:12,047 --> 00:53:39,807 [Speaker 1]
... McArthur buttons. And see, if they didn't have the... They- they didn't have zippers really back then that could've supplied all these billions of men. So, if they didn't have the buttons, nobody had buttons to hold up their pants, and if they hadn't had something to hold up their pants, they wouldn't have been able to hold their rifles, you know, with two hands. But if they'd have been holding up their pants with one hand and shooting with the other, we never would've won World War II if it hadn't been for buttons from Caroline County. So that's our, that's our final story. 

00:53:39,807 --> 00:53:40,767 [Speaker 19]
[applauding] 

00:53:40,767 --> 00:53:40,787 [Speaker 0]
[cheering] 

00:53:40,787 --> 00:54:11,947 [Speaker 1]
And I know you came for the food and the booze, but you got the education. We want to thank, again, all these, uh, people who were children in World War II, and have, uh, given us their, um, memories tonight. Thank you all for coming. Again, we're a very active historical society. We're going 16 buildings. We just moved a building last weekend. We got a couple more that we're about to move, um, just to save them. We're into them salvage ultimately on plain dealings that look very, very busy. Costs a lot of money and we appreciate your support. Thank you very much. 

00:54:11,947 --> 00:54:12,547 [Speaker 0]
[cheering] 

00:54:12,547 --> 00:54:13,907 [Speaker 1]
Yeah, yeah. 

00:54:13,907 --> 00:54:15,287 [Speaker 19]
[applauding] 

00:54:15,287 --> 00:54:15,907 [Speaker 0]
Uh, 

00:54:15,907 --> 00:54:20,607 [Speaker 20]
Jacques, has, uh, tried to get together a Korean War, um, 

00:54:20,607 --> 00:54:54,507 [Speaker 20]
history. I guess everybody can hear me. And, uh, I know a few that were in the Korean War and, uh... But if you know of anyone that was in the Korean War, well, they call it a police section, but only 36,000 guys got killed over that war. So I guess you can't really call it a pol- a police section. So, if you know someone that served during that time, 1950 to 1953, I'm sure he would appreciate, uh, you calling him and telling him about it. Thank you.

00:54:55,757 --> 00:54:56,137 [Speaker 21]
[background conversation] 

00:54:56,137 --> 00:55:29,877 [Speaker 1]
We intend to do for the Korean War what we did for World War II, but there's many less soldiers. Um, the other thing that we're doing, and we'll have it in here, um, in the upcoming year, is we're gonna do a thing on World War I, a terrible, terrible, um, war. So, um, World War II, um, displays coming up in, in the, uh, museum here. Again, we're researching, uh, Korean War veterans to do recordings, audio, um, recordings of them, uh, so that we preserve those memories. Um, thank you very much. 

00:55:29,877 --> 00:55:30,297 [Speaker 22]
Thank you. 

00:55:30,297 --> 00:55:45,658 [Speaker 23]
[clapping] [instrumental music] 

00:55:45,658 --> 00:55:59,158 [Speaker 0]
Children sleeping. Snow is softly falling. 

00:55:59,158 --> 00:56:04,817 [Speaker 0]
Dreams are calling. 

00:56:04,817 --> 00:56:22,817 [Speaker 0]
Like bells in the distance. We were dreamers. Not so long ago. 

00:56:22,817 --> 00:56:29,277 [Speaker 0]
But one by one they 

00:56:29,277 --> 00:56:39,457 [Speaker 0]
all had to grow up. When it seems the magic slipped away. 

00:56:39,457 --> 00:56:45,597 [Speaker 0]
We find it all again on Christmas Day. 

00:56:45,597 --> 00:57:07,417 [Speaker 0]
Believe in what your heart is saying. Hear the melody that's playing. There's no time to waste. There's so much to celebrate. Believe in what you feel inside. And give your dreams the wings to fly. 

00:57:07,417 --> 00:57:19,617 [Speaker 0]
You have everything you need. If you just believe. 

00:57:19,617 --> 00:57:25,757 [Speaker 0]
Trains move quickly. 

00:57:25,757 --> 00:57:33,277 [Speaker 0]
To their journey's end. 

00:57:33,277 --> 00:57:57,537 [Speaker 0]
Destinations are where we begin again. Ships go sailing. Far across the sea. 

00:57:57,537 --> 00:58:13,518 [Speaker 0]
Trusting starlight. To get where they need to be. When it seems that we have lost our way. 

00:58:13,518 --> 00:58:21,077 [Speaker 0]
We find ourselves again on Christmas Day. 

00:58:21,077 --> 00:58:42,977 [Speaker 0]
Believe in what your heart is saying. Hear the melody that's playing. There's no time to waste. There's so much to celebrate. Believe in what you feel inside. And give your dreams the wings to fly. 

00:58:42,977 --> 00:58:53,878 [Speaker 0]
You have everything you need. If you just believe. 

00:58:53,878 --> 00:59:00,057 [Speaker 0]
If you just believe. 

00:59:00,057 --> 00:59:06,238 [Speaker 0]
If you just believe. 

00:59:06,238 --> 00:59:12,797 [Speaker 0]
If you just believe. 

00:59:12,797 --> 00:59:19,337 [Speaker 0]
Just believe. 

00:59:19,337 --> 00:59:21,537 [Speaker 0]
Just believe.

